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Now What? 

    Children will have more 

success with their assign-

ments if parents monitor their 

work.   

     Be available to answer questions 

and give support. 

     Look over the completed assign-

ments-check to see that the assign-

ment is completed.  Making sure it is 

perfect is not the objective.  The teach-

er needs to know if there is a compre-

hension problem when the assignment 

is checked in school, if children are 

made to rework homework until it is 

perfect, the teacher won’t know the 

child is struggling. 

     Encourage good habits - this in-

cludes TV viewing, tablet usage, time 

management, and organizational skills.  

Helping your child learn to make good 

decisions goes a long way in minimizing 

the frustrations of homework assign-

ments in the future. 

     Talk about it - ask questions about 

the homework, make sure your child 

understands what they are suppose to 

be doing.  Find out about long term 

assignments and help your child work 

out an action plan to complete them. 

Make sure your child has whatever 

he/she needs to complete the assign-

ment. 

     Use available resources - make use 

of the public library, mentors, or tutor-

ing centers to help your child succeed. 

You’re almost done!  

     Using praise and con-

structive criticism - Children, like all 

people are motivated by praise.  Sim-

ple, but heartfelt statements of praise 

can go a long way in motivating a 

child to continue doing their best 

work. 

    Likewise, by constructively criticiz-

ing the work that is not up to school 

or parental standards is an excellent 

tool to ensure future success.  By 

phrasing criticism in an understanda-

ble manner, a child is able to make 

corrections without feeling like a fail-

ure.  Helpful statements like, “How 

about using your best handwriting”, or 

“Don’t forget the teacher likes the 

paper to look like this...”   

    Involved parents will find their chil-

dren successful and happy to do 

homework! 
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Homework: A Family Event 

  Want to get involved with your 

child’s education?  Want an answer to that 

age old question, “So what did you do at 

school today?”.   By showing an interest in 

what your child is doing for homework, you 

can reinforce that learning is fun, you care 

about their education and homework is 

worth the effort. 

  Be prepared to answer your child’s ques-

tions, “Why do I have to do homework?”, or 

“I don’t have to do this?”, or “I don’t have 

time, I have (sports, clubs, lessons)”, or “I 

don’t get it”. 

Why Homework?   

  Typically homework is assigned 

to reinforce a lesson or topic that 

was learned in school that day.  Sometimes 

homework is issued to get ready for the next 

day, research or use resources found at 

home or in the community, or to allow for a 

more in-depth study of a subject. 

   By being involved and making homework a 

priority, parents can set the example that 

after family and faith, education comes next.  

Sports and activities should not take prece-

dence over completing assignments. 

Getting Started How to Help   

   There are lots of 

things you can do to 

show that education is valuable and that you 

support what the school is requiring. 

Make homework a priority   

1. Set a regular time and space - children 

thrive with a routine.  A regular time and 

a quiet, distraction free space is needed 

to complete assignments.  Keep a sched-

ule and stick to it. 

2. Organize materials - make sure your 

child has everything he/she needs to do 

the assignment.  This includes school 

books, paper, pens, art supplies, etc.  If 

supplies are organized and in the home-

work space, time is not wasted searching 

for materials. 

3. No Distractions - key to helping children 

stay focused.  Turn off the TV, and loud 

stereo or headphones.  Our youth are 

starting to “multi-task”.  They can be 

found texting, listening to music or 

watching TV while doing homework.  

These distractions limit the ability of chil-

dren to comprehend assignments and 

complete them accurately. 

4. Set the example - let your child see you 

reading, doing paperwork, or otherwise 

engaging in thoughtful activities on a 

regular basis. 

Home-School Connection   

   Parents should ask the teach-

er and/or Principal for the home-

work policy.  If you have ques-

tions or concerns about the policy discuss them 

immediately with the teacher.  This will alleviate 

stress if a problem arises.  Ask the teacher for 

details about how assignments are given to chil-

dren, grading policies and what help or support 

the teacher expects from the parents. 

   You may want to contact the teacher if:  your 

child won’t do their homework, organization is a 

problem, your child needs to make up assign-

ments after missing school, assignments are too 

hard, your child doesn’t understand the assign-

ment or your child is bored with the homework. 

   Communication is the key to every successful 

relationship including the parent-teacher relation-

ship.  Let the teacher know that you want to be 

kept informed.  Work in a cooperative spirit.  The 

teacher wants to help your child, just as you do. 

   Let the teacher know right away if your child is 

having trouble with an assignment.  Strategize 

with the teacher to ensure your child is success-

ful.  Teachers also want to know if assignments 

are not challenging enough or are particularly 

exciting.  This helps teachers provide better learn-

ing activities for children.  Listen to the teacher, 

but make sure you understand what he/she is 

saying.  Set up a plan to help your child, write it 

down and remind the teacher in a note what you 

both will be doing to help your child. 


